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I . J.NimJDUCriUN 

'̂f U) y(.)Li l i v e iu Llie rickcii.s Ci.)i.uiLy? 

''"'' Have you swrnii in 'J\^'elve Mile Iliver or Lake Hartwell? 

VoWf IX) you e a t the Ci.sli from l\-;elve Mile Iliver o r Lake Hartwell? 

•j'o'o'ov U(̂ )es ICasiey-CenLral Water Di£;Lricl; supply your tap water? 

Vc5'r;Wr,v iinve you ever wjrked a t Sangaim^ Weston (Saugann E l e c t r i c ) Company? 

Vr-.'o'r-.'oWf Unve yi)u liad anv of the syin]iLciTiR l i s t e d iielov; rrure than one t i i ie 
o r for longer tliau Luo weeks? 

Ci^^cer ( a i l types) 
Sic In Sores o r i^ishes 
Ki.tlncy I i t r ec t ion 
Bladder I n f e c t i u u 
Liver IXaimge or Dysfunction 
(.̂ a s t r i c P roh 1 eius 
Eve I n f e c t i o n 
lloac laches 
Cy.sts o r Hard Knots iii g ro in a rea o r under amis 
'J'HIK)l."S 
FtJiiale I n f e c t i o n 
S t i i i Bom Babies 
Babies v;iLh Bir t l i Defects 
Miscar r iages 
(hi ldrGti With Leani ing D i s a b i l i t i e s 
J o i n t Pains 
Ihiexplained Fevers 
Gnif^Lnnt I n f e c t i o n s 
Oinnlniil; Coldn or Flu SynipLoiifs 
Nausea 
Uiarrliea 

If y(7U have answered "YES" to any of the above, you may be a v i c 
tim of rci^ po i so iung . 

C.A.'l'.S. ( C i t i z e n s Against TOKIC SubstancGs) i s a n o n - p r o f i t grouji 
organized lo iielp provide people in the Pickens Q^uiity a rea wi th inforrTVi-
ti.oiA regardi.ng P(.n îs, PCB ex^-Kisure, medical problems a s s o c i a t e d \>ath PCB 
poisoning , and the c lean-up of contaminated environrnent. 

Please read the folloi>n.ng pages for a sumaary of information on 
t.ho.'̂ e n n t t e r s . D e t a i l s a r e a l s o provided on how you can j o i n C.A.T.S, nnd 
luike Pickens County a sa fe p l ace to l i v e . 

- 1 -



ii. V/llAl AW; PCBS? 

PCI\R are not one chemical, Ixit a family of similar coimraunds 

that are iiviimfacLurGd. PCBs have fiftceii times the density of vjater. 

IHJBs are colorless, odorless, and lire resistant. PCHs are extranely 

stahle cheinicaily, and break down only at extremely high temperatures, 

PCBs were made from approximately 1922 until 1977. They had 

a wide range of use. Today, they are used iu closed electrical systems 

only. Before 1970, PCBs were used as dye carTiers in carbonless carbon 

I'aper, pia.sticizers iji paint, rubber and plastic oroducts, adliesives, 

coating C(;miiounds, antjng other things. 

II L. lEOICAL PROBLEMS ASSCXZLAILU Vfi'lU PCBS. 

Ibe Interuational Agency for Research on cancer lias said that 

i'CBs are carcinogenic (cancer causing in liumans) . The. other problems 

tliat have been related to PCB ' expo.sure include liver daniage, kidney 

ilniwge, thyroid gland dysfunction, and disL*uption of enz>'me function. 

Various biociiaiKiial abnormalities resulting from PCB cx[XDSure have been 

ftiimd In metabolic, neurologic, musculnr, nnd sensory systems. 

Human exjrasure to PCBs lias caused a variety of docunx2nted 

effects. Chloracne, a painful skin disease, is typically associated \-n.th 

l'LT3s. (Jther effects include dennatitis, rashes and sores, discharge fran 

the eyes, swelling of the upper eyelid, temixDrary loss of sight and hearing, 

excessive pignentation (dark sjxats) of skin, nails, and mucous membranes, 

skin lesions, fatigue (tired feeling), s;-;elling and pain in joints, and 

a variety of birth defects in cliildren b o m to exposed mothers. Several 

deaths have hecn attributed to PCJB exposure, with notable symptans of 

liver daiivage and jaundice. 



PCIifi tend to accumulate in body fat, especially mothers' 

milk. Human milk has universally been fotaid to be loaded with PCBs. 

If it V7ere for sale, PCBs would be BANNED, One study in MLciugan 

found most iiutliers to liave PC33 concentrations of 1 to 2 pnm (parts 

per iidilion) with sane concentrations running up to 5.1 ppm in their 

milk. Babies are especially susceptible to the toxic effects of 

PCBs. Yet, the average baby vould get a body burden of nearly 1 ppm 

in 9 months of nursing. It lias been found tlia PCIBs are transmitted 

through the placenta and absorbed by the fetus, on some occasions at 

higher concentrntions than in the mother's Ixady. 

Also, PCBs have been found to concentrate in the brains of 

h.-ihles. In Japan, children b o m to PCT3 exposed mothers were neuro-

logically and develo}.7mentally impaired (damaged) , up to nine years 

after the PCB poisoning. 

PCBs are extremely stable chemicals, lliey are not broken 

dcn-;n by any natural processes. They take fran 300 to -500 years for 

their chemical stnjcture to collapse. CXice released into the environ

ment, they tend to accunuiate in the tissues of living organisms. (liumans, 

fish, plant life) by processes known as bioaccumulatitTn and bicTmgnifica

tion. PCBs are more soluble in fat and organic nvatter than in water. 

So, c:nice they enter into an organLsm (person, fish, etc.)through food or 

v;ater, they tend to raiiaiji in the fat tissue for LIFE, causing all sorts 

of d.Tiiiage. 

IV. PCBS L[-] PICYvENS OOUNIY ARILA. 

In the mid 1950's, an electrical plant was built in Pickens, 

South Cnrolina. Its name was Sangamo Electric Caiipany. Soon after it 

began to operate, Sangamo Electric began to dunji PCBs into Town Creek, 



'Ibis WIS acccnqUi'^hed by aLlowing all wastes Craii the plant to Clow 

(hrcHigh a concrete drainage ditch straight into the Creek. In later 

years, Ihc wastes were routed thix)ugh a waste treatment [xjnd, then 
- r 

into the Creek. This process is still being used. Town Creek flows 

into IWelve Mile Rivdr and TWelve Mile River joins Kew^ree River in 

Clemson tfj fonn the Seneca River, wliich is a tributary of the Savannah 

Pdver. All of these rivers form Lake Hartwell. 

A former D.H.E.C. official estijnates that in a 16 year period, 

from I960 to 1976,.Sangamo Electric (now called Sangamo VJeston) was 

dminiing at least 2 tons of PCB waste per in:5nth into Town Creek, and 

possibly much more. 

San[;.Mix.) also duiiq)cd these toxic chanicals into the Easley Landfill, 

!'.asley, South Carolina; Central Landfill, Central, South Carolina; 

Trotters DJII}.) and Midway Landfill, Pickens, South Carolina; Nix IXjmp 

on Glassy tbuitain. South (Carolina; on the land under the Pickens County 

Flea Market on the Vtallialla Higlrvay, Pickens, South Carolina; in a two 

acre meadow near ;Sijc.'_Mile Creek, Six Mile, South Carolina; Brezeale 

landfill four miles west of Pickens near Vfolf Creelc; Welborn property 

landfill on llimer P,Dad, Pickens, South Carolina; Ci-ossroads Cliurch property 

landfill, fXicusviile, South Carblina; and on-site at the Sangamo plant. 

There may be iixDre dumjjs tliat liaven't been discovered yet. Privately 

cMied trash trucks hauled and duiii)ed Sangamo's toxic wastes (PCBs) all over 

Pickens County. Possibly in a gully near your heme. If you know'of a dump 

near you or your coniiiunity, it ccnjld have PCBs in it. If it is-not listed 

ai>jve, call CTCorge Milan, at the D.H.E.C. office in Greenville today, { I k l -

6160) , and liave the dumj) checked --at no cost-- for the safety of your 

family and friends. 



V. PCBS IN PLCKENS COUtlfY WAIER AÎ D FISH 

In 1960, the Enslcy-OTit ra1 Water D i s t r i c t was fonncd, and they 

h\.ii i t a puiiij) sLaLlun on IVvulve Mi.Ln River a t Ciiteochee, j u s t above the 

b r idge on lllgliway 137^ PCBs have shown up as high as 17ppnn in the f in i shed 

d r in iung v;ater, and hi.glier i n the raw wate r . The E.P.A. starul'ird for 

rlritil;i.ng water i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y l e s s tlian 17pi;m; 

This water i s so ld to 3500 hemes i n the (3ateechee--Norris — 

C e n t r a l - - East Claii.son--and VJlrLspering Pines a r e a . I f you pay your b i l l 

lo! the Eas ley-Cen t ra l Water D i s t r i c t a t ^forr is , South Caro l ina , you ai'e 

Iirobal)!y r e c e i v i n g your water ou t of the IVelve Mile I l iver . In I98A, the 

t e s t s on t h i s water s t i l l showed 0.05 ppb ( p a r t s per b i l l i o n ) . l l i i s i s 

h igher than uiiat the E.P.A. cons ide r s a "CANCER CAUSIMJ RISK FOR A J.J.FE-

•JHli:." Ihe E . P . A . ' s f i g u r e i s .0032 ppb. Ihe l e v e l of 0.05 ppb could be 

h igher dur ing r a i n f a l l s because of l e e t c l d n g from t l i ree creeks t l iat have 

d'.niips noar tliGiii con t a in ing PCT3s. 

The City of Pickcnr; water p l a n t has shcr.-rti hip,h amounts of 

PC;BS i n t h e i r raw and fini.^.hcd wa(:cr, so Si_x Mile and Pickens , South 

C-irolina mny be drii\lcing PCB contami.n.'i.ted v;ater a l s o . 

l l i e re a r e s e v e r a l "HiTl.' Si\>l'S" on Tv;elve Mile River . Ibe one wo 

kjiow about i s a t 1-law Bridjj,e oil the Hi.glMay bet\-jeen Cen t ra l and Six Mile . 

l e s t s of sediment t he re S1K)V; 35 piim to 70 \nynr\. E.P,A. c a l l s fo r removing 

or burning any m ^ t e r i a l t h a t con ta in s mr.ire than 50 p̂ xn of PQJs. 

Anyone e a t i n g f i s h ovit of the water i s in danger. I f you ca tch a 

f i sh tlvit has 200pi:im i n i t s edi.ble t i.- '̂-.ue, and you e a t t h i s f i s h , then >^u 

w i l l liave 200p[m of PCBs i n your l.KrJy for the r e s t of your l i f e . PCBs a r e 

ijcU, e l imuia ted by any natxiral l;ody l a o c e s s . I b s t s c i e n t i s t s agree t l iat one 

(1) p a r t per t r i l l i o n of PCBs can f;ive you a f i i l l blw-m cance r . ( p a r t per 
'J 

triilicjn is less than billion or milJlon -- part per milli.on is the highest 

level). 



V/liere is ali this toxic waste (possibly estimated 720 IXJJS of 

I'CBs in 30 years) going? SLraiglit into HarLwell Unl<;c and tlie Savannah River, 

then the ocean. At first, PCBs ;\̂ re only fou6d in the ann of the lake wliere 

IWelve Mile joins Keov;ee River. In 1983, a test made by DIEC at a bouy 200 

yards from the Ilart̂ -̂ ell Dam showed 953ppb in the sediment. It has been 

found at Lake Russell and the Savannah River and Clairk Hill Dam. 

Fish tested in Lake Hartwell and T\̂ ;elve Mile River liave sliown levels 

fran Ippm to 350 pp»n. The acceptable level for fish set by the EPA is 2ppm. 

Hinnans can be exposed to PCBs by eating poisoned fish, swinming in polluted 

water, using sand laced with PCBs, eating plant life (poke salad), nuts, 

berries that grow in or near the river. Any tvpe of aniirvals hunted and eaten 

could he poisoned if they drink from the river. Frog legs and turtles can he 

poisoned too. 

PCBs liave been found in the ground water and the air in Pickens, S. C. 

So, no nvatter wliat Â ŶONE tells you, FCBs are in Pickens County, Twelve Mile 

Pdver, and Lalce Hartwell to STAY, until their chemical structure breaks doi-.n --

wliich takes 500 years. These chemicals are TOXIC to liumans. 

vr. WIAT SHOULD I DO IF I ITIINK 1 IWJE BEW EXPOSED TO PCDS? 

If you tliink your family or you liave been exoosed to PCBs and you 

nny liave a health problem, or if you liave any infonmtion caiceming PCB con

tamination in your area, please contact our Senators, Representatives, and 

UllEC officials, and ask, NO, CeiAND, tliat your cormunity be tested by U\EC 

to see to wliat extent you liave been exposed, Do this .. . not just for >'uur-

self, but for your children and grandcliildren. Important addresses and 

te lepl tone numbers are listed below: 

Congressman Butlet Derrick 
Box A126 
Anderson, South Carolina 29622 
Telephone: (803) 224-7601 

George Milan and Dr. Ron ^nlett 
Deparbnent of Health and Fjiviromnental (xmtrol 
Greenville, South Carolina 
Teleplione: (803) 242-6160 



Senator Emest Hollings 
U. S. Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 
Telephone: (202) 224-6121 

Senator Strom Tliurmond 
U. S. Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 
Telephone: (202) 224-5972 

Senator Nell Smith 
Dis t r i c t One, Box 68 
Easley, South Carolina 29640 

Telephone: (803) 859-0814 or 859-9305 

VII. WHAT IS C.A.T.S. AND HOT CAN I JOIN? 

C.A.T.S. (Citizens Against Toxic Substances) i s a non-profit 

organization made up of Pickens County res iden ts . The purpose of C.A.T.S. i s 

to infonn others about the dangers associated with PCB exposure. CA.T.S. i s 

also working to clean-up Pickens County. 

C.A.T.S, has an off ice , which i s located a t 21 Main S t ree t , Cateechee, 

South Carolina. C.A.T.S. members hold meetings there every f i r s t Sunday of 

each month a t 2:30 p.m. The off ice i s a lso open every Tuesday and Thursday, 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m., during which time you can read the many a r t i c l e s C.A.T.S. 

has in i t s l ib ra ry regarding PCB exposure. 

If you are in te res ted in joining CA.T.S . , simply f i l l out the 

appl icat ion form attached to th i s booklet and mail i t to C.A.T.S., 21 Main 

S t ree t , Cateechee, South C^arolina 29630, or , : Stop by the office during office 

liours, or give us a telephone c a l l a t (803) 639-4523. 

Hiere are no men±)ership fees to jo in C.A.T.S. because C.A.T.S. i s 

a non-profit organization. 

Help us make Pickens (i>unty a CLEAN and SAFE place to l i ve , once 

again,.» c o n t a c t o u r s t a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , L a r r y M a r t i n , a t t h e 

a d d r e s s belov/ and t e l l him you a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h i s problem 

and t h a t you want o u r e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s t o t a k e t h i s s e r i o u s 

m a t t e r i n t o t h e i r hands and h e l p u s s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m . 

L a r r y M a r t i n , Route 5 Box 5 4 5 , E a s l e y , S .C. 29640 . 

B u s i n e s s phone n o : 859-9951 Home phone n o : 859-9951 
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. • PCBs Aiy: MAN-MADE a!l:llICA15 'lllAT' ARli PRESFWr IN TIIE PICKENS AREA 

'̂ ' PCBs a re in TVelve Mile Creek 

"'' PCBs a r e in I.^ke Hartv/ell 

* PCBs a re in the Easley Cent ra l VJater D i s t r i c t l i n e s 

PCBs ARE HAÎ n"'l)L TO PEOPLE AND HIE E[-i^/IRa^F-eir 

PLEASE lEIP US STOP III IS POLLULTON, , . . , . . JOIN C.A.T.S. TODAY MM 

C.A.T.S. 

21 Miin S t r e e t 

Cateechee, S.C. 

803-639-4523 

Office Hours: 
IViesdays 6< Thursdays : 2-4n.m. 

Meetings: 
F i r s t Sunday, Every ^t•)nth: ?.:30p.m, 

wt^ 

YES.. . I V/OULD I,IKE TD BECOME INVOLVED LN YOUR GROUP. 
PIJLASE ADD MY NAME 10 YOUR MAILING LIST. 

YES. . .1 WILL ATTEMD C.A.T.S. ^EETINGS VJIENEW.R POSSIBLE. 

NAMl'': 

ADDRESS: 

lEIEPlia^E NO: 

AGl' : 

PIEASE ADD 11 IE NAf-E OF MY FRIEND TO YOUR ^IAILING LIST. 

NAI-E; 

ADDRESS: 

lElEPliar^ NO: 

C.A.T.S. IS A NOT-l-PraFIT ORGANIZATION. . .IllERE ARE NO reiBE'lSllLP V\U'.S. 
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